penetrated the partner was
considered stronger and was
usually the older partner, and the
one who received penetration was
considered weaker and was
usually the younger of the two.
Therefore, relationships between
equals were frowned upon

and rare. Little is known of female
homosexuality at this time.

Middle Ages:

In the Middle Ages, a sexual
relationship between men was
considered blasphemy, because
the Old Testament said: "Thou
shalt not lie with a man as with a
woman, it is abomination", which

-6-

<-
Oym auo ay] ‘salyatelaly Jjemod
urenad alam asay) ‘sdiysuonejal
[enioe ul ‘19ABMOH “awi}

Tey) 1e alIsap [enxasowoy pue
[enxas0.alay Udamiag uonaunsip
OU SeM aJay] "2J4ISap [enxas JIay)
10 S199[q0 a18W Se way) panIas
SaAe|S 119U} JO 1SOW UdBAS pue
YIM 8SIn02Jajul [enxas ul abebus
01 sAoq 10 sauo JabunoA asoyo
usw Jap|O ‘[fewiou palapisuod
SeM 9SIN02JaJUl [eNnxas afew
Ajjeroads3 -aoejduowiwiod sem
Alfenxasowoy ‘sawi Jualoue uj

:Ainbnuy

Aenxasowoy
10 A1oisiy ayL

is why men in the late Middle Ages
and early modern period could be
burned at the stake for

sleeping with each other. Lesbians
also had to defend themselves in
sodomy trials at that time, but this
was rarely the case, which was
probably due to the fact that

the pornographic artists of the 17th
century were fascinated by sexual
intercourse between women and
crafted drawings of the

act. However, as long as the
relationship remained free of
sexual intercourse, you didn't have
to fear anything at the time. So
especially homosexual men

often expressed their feelings by
hugging, sharing a bed and even
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writing love letters.
19th and 20th century:

In this period, sexual intercourse
between two men usually lead to a
prison sentence, as it

was "unnatural fornication",
according to the Imperial Code of
1871. This sometimes went as far
as forcing a judge to decide in
court how deep was too deep and
thus considered coitus. At the
same time, physicians and
psychiatrists tried to find out the
causes of homosexuality. Richard
von Kafft-Ebing wrote that it was a
"hereditary neuropsychophatic
disorder" in his book
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