then turns slightly and raise its tail
high into the air, crashing it down
on the shark’s head. The next part
is quite amazing: as though it has
some knowledge of shark biology,
the orca flips the shark over,
sending into a stupor that
scientists call “tonic immobility”.
Now paralyzed, the shark makes
for an easy (and safe) meal.

3) The ‘Pod Pin’
Works on: Narwhal

The NATURE episode Invasion of
the Killer Whales shows orcas
using a hunting strategy that had
never been documented before on
film. This could be due to the fact

-6-

-G-

1| "X8LOA AJ8Jem & U0 89eLns ay)
01 )Jeys ay) saysnd ajeym 1|1y ay}
‘Ire1 peouq su Buisn ‘swiall yoeus
payi001-dreys asay yoredsip

01 Aem jualolya ue padojonap

sey ealo ay} ‘ABuipiodoy

"9pIY S[eym 1SaX2Iuyl ayl

uaAa a2Jald ued Y199l dieys Jozel
JO SMOY "S9JeyM J3)||f 10} SSauIsnq
Asil e si syreys bununy ing

8210 ayl—Awaua [einjeu auo Ajuo
sey ‘plaom ayi ui yreys Aiorepaid
1sebue| ay) ‘alym 1ealb ayl

108} U] "S)Jeys JaA0 8l1I0AR) UMOP
-Spuey ay} S BII0 3y} ‘1S8JU0d
«.Jorepaid do] ay1 S,0y/\, e uj

SYJeYS U0 SYHIOM
.doy)d arerey, syl (g

that killer whales have never had
such easy access to a large group
of narwhals — the prey animal
featured. Narwhals are medium-
sized toothed whales who gather
to breed amidst Arctic pack ice.
Historically, killer whales haven't
been able to access their breeding
grounds, but vanishing sea ice has
changed that. In the film, killer
whales chase down an entire pod
of narwhal and then, in a formation
similar to the ‘Wave Wash’, charge
the pod, pinning the narwhal in
shallow water. Carnage ensues.

4) The ‘D-Day’ (a.k.a. ‘Storming
the Beach’)
Works on: Sea lions, elephant
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seals

Sea lions swimming off the Atlantic
coast of South America probably
breathe a little easier once they’ve
made it back to the beach. After
all, they seem to be safely out of
reach of orcas lurking in deeper
waters nearby. That false sense of
security is quickly dashed when an
orca charges the shore and
shatches the sea lion, beaching
itself in the process. The orca is
the only whale known to purposely
beach itself. It uses a flapping,
hopping motion to shuffle its
enormous body back into the
water.
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